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The foresight of Hirai-san in 1968

August 5, 2012
Hirai-san was apparently the only person on the entire project to push for the 14.8m
tsunami wall. Many of his colleagues said that 12m would be sufficient, and they
derided Hirai-san's proposal as excessive. Hirai-san's authority and drive, however,
eventually prevailed, and Tohoku EPCo spent the extra money to build the 14.8m
tsunami wall. Some 40 years later, on March 11, 2011, the 13m tsunami struck the
coast at Onagawa. Hirai-san remembered the past and cared about the people.
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Tsunami suwvivors outside the Onagawa nuclear power station where they have
been sheltenng. Photograph: Vincent Yu/AP

As a tsunami ravaged the Japanese fishing town of Onagawa hundreds
of residents fied for the sarest place they knew: the local nuclear power
plant.

More than two weeks later 240 remain, watching TV or playing ball
games with their children in a building next to three atomic reactors. It's a
startling contrast to the damaged Fukushima nuclear plant 75 miles
south-east, where radiation leaks have forced an evacusation of area
residents and terrified the nation.

"

On Saturday, March 12, Umeda-san, the Chief Nuclear Operator of Tohoku EPCO,

flew by helicopter to Onagawa with food, blankets, and warm clothing for the area
residents who had come to the NPP for help and safety after the tsunami,
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